CONSTITUTION, BYLAWS, & VISION STATEMENT
Of

County Line Community Church, INC
Mailing Address: 30 Pads Branch Rd, Hazard, KY 41701
EIN# 20-8732193
Preamble

This Constitution and Bylaws are made to:

1. Preserve and secure the principles of our faith.

2. Preserve the liberties of each individual member of the church.

3.  Ensure freedom of action of independence from any religious body or organization.

4. Provide for orderly conduct of internal affairs, in dealing with others, and of governing church members.

I. Name

The name of this church shall be County Line Community Church. The church shall be an independent church, nondenominational, and shall not be affiliated with other religious organizations or associations. 

II. Business Location

The address of the principal office of this church shall be Hwy 28, Hazard, KY
III. Purpose

The purposes of County Line Community Church are:

1. To worship and serve God and to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus Christ as set forth in Matthew 28:19-20.

2. To minister to the needs of the members and others as the church is able to do so.

3.  To do any and all things related to and in connection with the carrying out of the object and purpose herein above set forth.

IV. Articles of Faith
1. We believe the Holy Bible as the inspired Word of God, without any error, the all-sufficient authority in matters of faith, doctrine, and Christian living.

2. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

3. We believe in the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ, and that He is true God and man. He died on the cross for our sins. He rose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven where He sits at the right hand of the Father and is now our High Priest and Advocate.

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God but fell into sin and therefore lost. Only through regeneration by the work of the Holy Spirit can man's salvation and spiritual life be obtained.

5. We believe that eternal salvation is the free gift of God, entirely apart from man's works, and is possessed by any and all who have faith in and receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.

6. We believe in a regenerated church membership: that is, persons old enough to understand their need for Jesus Christ and, of their own free will, accepted Him as their personal Lord and Savior.

7. We believe that baptism is by immersion and the Lord's Supper is a memorial to His suffering and death on the cross. These are ordinances to be observed by the church in its present age. They are, however, not to be regarded as means for man's salvation.

8. We believe in the personal, bodily, imminent, and glorious return of the Lord Jesus Christ and that His Second Coming inspires believers for dynamic and zealous life and service for Him while waiting for His return.

9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead, the everlasting blessedness of the saved in heaven, and the everlasting punishment and separation from God of the unsaved in hell.

10. We believe in the autonomy of the local church. The church shall manage its own affairs and shall not be subject to any other religious body or organization.

11. We believe in the infilling power of the Holy Spirit and the entire spiritual gifts as given in the books of Acts and Corinthians. 

V. Government
The government of County Line Community Church is made of 5 board members and a secretary/treasurer. These offices shall be elected on an indefinite term. The secretary/treasurer of the church will be elected by the 5 member board of the church. They will manage this position and may dismiss them at any time due to misconduct.
VI. Nonprofit Status and Liquidation
This church is not organized for profit. In the event of liquidation or dissolution of the church, all of its assets and property of every nature and description whatsoever shall be paid over and transferred at the direction of the trustees.
VII. Amendment
This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended provided the proposed amendment shall have been presented in writing at a regular church business meeting and then circulated to the church. Amendments to this Constitution and Bylaws shall be two-thirds vote of board of the church.
BYLAWS

I. Church Membership

A. Qualifications:

Membership of County Line Community Church shall consist of people who have made a profession of their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and who, are in agreement with the Holy Bible.  

II. Church Officers

All church officers must be members of the church in good standing.

A. The Pastor:

1. The qualifications for pastor shall be consistent with those listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7.His training, skills, and experiences are needed in this area of leadership.

2. Responsibilities:

· These generally fall into the following areas: Preaching, teaching, pastoral counseling, administration, planning, and guiding the church to grow and fulfill its purposes.

·  They shall lead the church, the organizations, and all leaders of the church in performing their tasks in worship, proclamation, education, and evangelism.

·  The pastor shall be an ex officio member of all church standing committees, except the Pastor's Selection Committee.

·  They shall assist the board in securing pulpit supply for times in their absence.
· The Pastor shall serve as the Chief Executive Officer.
3. Call:

· A pastor shall be chosen and called whenever a vacancy occurs.

· A Pastor's Selection Committee shall be appointed by the church to seek out a suitable pastor and this committee's recommendation will serve as a nomination.

· The Pastor's Selection Committee will recommend only one candidate at a time.

· The pastor's election shall take place at a meeting called for that purpose, of which at least one-week notice shall be given to the members.

·  An affirmative vote of three-fourths (3/4) of those present is necessary for a choice.

4. Terms of Service:

· The chosen pastor shall serve until either his request or that of the church terminates the relationship. In either case, at least sixty (60) days’ notice shall be given unless otherwise mutually agreed.

· There shall be a written mutual contract/agreement made between the pastor and the church.

B. Associate Pastor
1. The Associate Pastor must have the same qualifications as the Senior Pastor. 

2. During absence of the Senior Pastor the associate pastor will fulfill his duties in preaching, teaching, pastoral counseling, administration, planning, and guiding the church to grow and fulfill its purposes. They shall lead the church, the organizations, and all leaders of the church in performing their tasks in worship, proclamation, education, and evangelism.
3. The Associate Pastor shall be under the direction of the Senior Pastor and may assist him in any manner that he deems necessary.  
C. Board Members:
1. Number, term of office:

There shall be five (5) board members for the County Line Community Church. These board members shall serve an indefinite term.
2. Qualifications:
(a) Must be a born again Christian. 

(b) Must be a good standing member of the County Line Community Church and have the best judgment of the church in mind.

3. Election:

(a) When a board member vacancy occurs, the chairman of the board of directors shall announce that a vacancy has occurred.
(b) The board of directors shall then appoint an individual to set in on an interim basis to see if this member holds the view and vision of the church. After the interim basis has been completed then the board member will become official. 
4. Duties:

(a) Elected board members shall elect the chairman of their board.

(b) Board members serve as a committee of counsel to assist the pastor concerning the progress and welfare of the church.

(c) Seek to solve any fellowship problem of the church.

(d) Assist the pastor in administering the church ordinances.

(e) Serve as church membership committee.

(f) In the absence of the pastor, the chairman of the board shall serve as an advisory member to all organizations, departments, and committees of the church.

D. Secretary/Treasurer:

1. The church secretary/treasurer shall be elected and be responsible for keeping an accurate record of all business meeting transactions of the church and preparing the annual report to the church.

2. He or she shall keep a register of the names and addresses of the church members.

3. He or she will be elected as the custodian of all moneys of the church and shall disburse these moneys by checks as authorized by the church board. 

4. An assistant church secretary/treasurer may be elected.

5.  He or she shall keep, at all times, an itemized account of all receipts and disbursements and shall render a monthly and annually written report of this account to the church.

6. All church records must be computerized and an electronic accounting system must be used. 

7. He or she will make sure that all offerings are properly received, counted and deposited in the church’s bank account. 

8. He or she shall properly credit each contributor of their offerings

9. He or she shall be responsible for preparing for mailing an annual record of contribution to donors.
10. The secretary/treasurer shall serve as the chief purchasing officer of CLLC. All purchases must first be approved by the secretary/treasurer. No reimbursement shall be made to church members. (See purchasing policy below.)
E. Trustees:
1. At least three (3) trustees shall be elected by the church board to hold trust the property of the church.

2. They shall have no power to buy, sell, mortgage, lease, or transfer any property of the church without a specific vote of the church body authorizing each action.

3. It shall be the function of the trustees to sign any, and all-legal documents involving the sale, mortgage, purchase, or lease of church property or any other legal documents requiring the signature of the trustees for and in behalf of the church.

F. Children’s Director:

1. The church shall elect a Sunday school director.

2. The Children’s Director shall be responsible for the direction of all children’s Sunday school, Children’s Church, activities, and teachers. 

3. They shall make sure that all curriculums are in place and also help in preparing for Vacation Bible School.  
4. The Children’s director shall supervise and oversee Children’s Church and scheduling of teachers. 

5. All curriculums taught in either Sunday school or Children’s Church should first be approved through the Children’s Director before being taught.  This will ensure that there is no overlapping of curriculum and that the children are being instructed properly. 

6. Any concerns related to the children’s program at County Line Community Church must be brought to the attention of the Children’s Director. The director will then make the board aware of any concerns. 

7. This position will be under the supervision of the Associate Pastor. 

G. Youth Director
1. This individual is responsible in planning and coordinating youth programs and activities inside and outside of the church. These activities are to be correlated with the activities of the church program in attaining objectives set forth by the church. 

2. Youth services will be held each Sunday evening at 6:00 pm.
3. Youth is considered any teenager 5– 22 years of age. 

4. The youth director will handle all youth revivals and youth events.

5. This individual will be responsible for planning and carry out the objectives of the Youth Explosion that will be held in correlation with the Annual Tent Revival. 

6. The youth director of the church will be under the supervision of the Associate Pastor. 
H. Teachers (Sunday School & Children’s Church)
1.  Personal Salvation 

2. Must have the gift of teaching as started in Ephesians 4:11

3. Teachers of the County Line Community Church must have a thorough knowledge of the word of God.

4. Must be a regular attendee of church and be on time for their class. 

5. Teachers of CLCC must have planning and administrative abilities. Also they must possess leadership qualities and be able to inspire confidence. 

6. All Adult Sunday school teachers and teen Sunday school teachers fall under the direction of the Pastor.
7. All Children’s Sunday School and Children’s Church instructors fall under the direction of the Children’s Director. 


I. Special Events Coordinator

1. This individual will be responsible for the planning and administering all special programs at the church.
2. These events include: Mother’s Day program, Father’s Day program, Pastor Appreciation Day program, Memorial Day program, and Conferences.
3. Also this individual will develop the schedule for church cleaning and make sure it is carried out. 

J. Theatrical Director
1. In charge of setting up and directing all adult Christmas plays at CLCC. 

2. This includes Christmas and Easter.
3. This individual will be responsible for all things dealing with CLCC plays.
K. Audio/Visual Director
1. Responsible for administering all CD’s and DVD sales and delivering funds to secretary/treasurer.

2. This individual must be able to use all equipment (training will be available).
3. This individual will be responsible for carrying out the duties as outlined in section X of this document.
L. Ladies Ministry Director
1. Responsible for leading the ladies of the church in bible studies throughout each month.

2. Responsible for planning Ladies Conference to be held at the church annually. 

3. Ladies Ministry Director will be under the supervision of the Senior Pastor and will coordinate with them to do projects in the church as they desire. 
M. Men’s Ministry Director

1. Responsible for leading the men of the church in bible studies throughout each month.

2. Responsible for planning Ladies Conference to be held at the church annually. 

3. Men’s Ministry Director will be under the supervision of the Senior Pastor and will coordinate with them to do projects in the church as they desire. 
V. Church Meetings

A. Worship Services:

The church shall meet regularly each Sunday morning and Sunday evening and Wednesday evening for the worship of God, for preaching, instruction, evangelism, and on Saturday or another night, designated for prayer. These meetings will be open to the church members and for all people and shall be conducted under the direction of the pastor or designated church officer in the absence of the pastor.
Service Times
Sunday School


9:45 am 

Sunday Morning 

10:30 am

Sunday Evening

6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening

7:00 pm

Saturday Evening Prayer
7:00 pm 
B. Board Meetings:

1. The majority of the board or the pastor can call board meetings at any time. These meetings are for the board, the pastor, and other officers in the church. Minutes of the meetings shall be taken and kept on record. The secretary/treasurer shall handle this matter.  

2. The meetings shall begin with prayer.
3. All meetings will be presided over by the chairman of the board. 

C.  Business Meetings
A. A bi-annual business meeting will be held to conduct voting in the church. 

The quorum consists of those who attend the business meeting, provided it is a stated meeting or one that has been properly called. At least one-fourth of the members shall constitute a quorum.

B. A business meeting may be called at any time by the board of directors. 

C. At minimum a seven-day notice must be given before any business meeting in the County Line Community Church.
D. Parliamentary Rules:

Robert's Rules of Order (revised edition) is adopted as the authority for parliamentary rules of procedure for all business meetings of the church and for all other meetings that demand voting of the church members, including committee meetings.

VI. Licensing and Ordaining

A. Licensing:

Any member of the church who has shown by his life and has felt the call to the gospel ministry may by vote of the board at a regular meeting be licensed by the church to the Christian ministry.

B. Ordination:

When a church of life faith and order shall have called as its pastor a member of this church who possesses scriptural qualifications and as demonstrated by his skills and training for ordination to the work of the gospel ministry, and shall request in writing that he be ordained, or the board recommends him for ordination, the board shall conduct the process of their ordination. The church shall consider such request and by a vote of majority of the board approve such request. The pastor shall assemble an ordaining council for the ordination of qualified and recommended candidates.

VII. Church Discipline

A. Should any unhappy difference arise among members, the aggrieved member shall follow in a tender spirit, the rules given by our Lord in Matthew 18:15-17.

B. Should any case of gross breach of covenant, or of public scandal occur, the board shall endeavor to resolve the conflict; and if this effort fails, shall report the case to the church?
C. A spirit of Christian kindness and forbearance shall pervade all such proceedings, but should an adverse decision be reached, the church may proceed to admonish or declare the offender to be no longer in the membership of the church.

D. Any person whose membership has been terminated for any offense may be restored by vote of the church, upon evidence of his repentance and reformation; or if an account of continued absence, upon satisfactory explanation.

VIII. Purchasing Policy 

A. The secretary/treasurer of the church shall act as the chief purchasing agent.  

B. All purchases must be approved by the secretary/treasurer. A check will be presented to make purchase. In the event the secretary/treasurer is not available the pastor or chairman of the board can approve the purchase. 
C. No reimbursements will be administered to any member of the County Line Community Church.

D. All supplies, curriculum for classes and all other church related purchases will be administered by the secretary treasurer.
ADOPTED   by the board of directors January 6, 2009 
AMENDED by the board of directors January 2, 2010
IX. Building Use Policy 
Any member of the County Line Community church may use the facility for their wedding, baby shower, household shower, etc. All individuals must submit a building use form to the secretary/treasurer of the church.  The form can be found on the County Line Community Church website or by contacting the secretary/treasurer. 

Any individual outside the church wanting to use the facilities will be charged $50.00 for the dining hall (adult Sunday school room) and $300.00 for the sanctuary. They must also fill out a building use form. The board must approve the use and the board holds the right to deny anyone at any time. 

X. Audio/Visual Department

The County Line Community Church will make available CD’s of all services. The cost of these CD’s will be $5.00 per service. Also CLCC will make available for purchase DVD’s of all special services. DVD costs will be $7.00 per event.   All services will be broadcast over the internet at www.countylinecommunity.com in the near future. Also the audio/visual department will make available to the public free CD’s of the Sunday morning service. These discs will be available for the public at Ben’s Quick Stop. Also copies will be made for the Nursing Home Patients and those that are sick and shut-in. The audio/visual department will also be in charge of slide and screen projects in the church, working hand in hand with all individuals to make nice presentations. 

XI. Church Cleaning

The members of the County Line Community Church will sign-up for placement on a cleaning schedule. This schedule will be administered by the special events coordinator.  The board of CLCC appreciated the efforts of the members for keeping the building looking tremendous.
XII Marriage Policy
1. Marriage is a union between one man and one woman that is ordained by God. It was first instituted by God in the early chapters of Genesis and codified in the Levitical law. The Old Testament prophets compared it to a relationship between God and his people. Examples of marriage are in the historical narratives, and the wisdom literature discusses the unique unity of this relationship. Jesus explained the original intention and core elements of marriage, and several New Testament Epistles give explicit instructions on this union. Marriage is a typology of Christ and the Church, the embodiment of the joy and encouragement found within relationships. As such, the Church views marriage as a profound spiritual institution established by God. 


The Scriptures, we believe, are very clear on God’s standards towards marriage and how the church should approach it. Because God is the author of marriage, expressions such as, homosexuality, incest, pedophilia, adultery, prostitution, and polygamy; and that any union outside of God’s original design, as specified above, is by definition not marriage. Due to the importance of marriage in the Biblical witness County Line Community Church adopts the following policy.

2. It is County Line Community Church’s belief that the Bible speaks to marriage being between one man and one woman. We believe that same-sex relationships are outside of God’s intent for marriage; therefore we will not marry same-sex couples at County Line Community Church 

XIII Organization & Dissolution Statement

County Line Community Church Inc. is organized exclusively for religious and charitable purposes, including for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

Upon the dissolution of the County Line Community Church Inc., assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the principal office of County Line Community Church Inc. is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such. 

The above constitution and bylaws were approved on January 6, 2009
Vision Statement

We at the County Line Community Church know of the importance of spreading the word of God to all the people around the world. Jesus commissioned his disciples to take the word and preach in the entire world. We also understand the scriptures when it reads without a vision that we will all perish. 

In September 2006 a prophetic word from the Lord was received and confirmed by the mouth of two witnesses that the property formerly known as the First Chance and Last Chance and home to a Liquor Store would be the new home of a church.  God working through his magnificent power brought this amazing opportunity to pass, forming the County Line Community Church. The property of the church has now been purchased and is in the name of the County Line Community Church and Peoples Bank of Hazard. The County Line Community Church is now in the process of paying off a debt of nearly $195,000.00 and this total changes monthly as offerings are received and placed towards the loan. 

We the County Line Community Church have painted a picture of the future with the direction of God. As we have painted this picture we use a large brush knowing that God can’t be limited and he is almighty and powerful and has the final say in anything that will take place. 

After the property is paid in full, it is the vision of the County Line Community Church to build a sanctuary on the property formerly known as the Last Chance. This property for too long was a stronghold for Satan and his demons. The Bible speaks of how Hell is enlarging its territory and we feel it is time for a change and that it is time for souls to come from the kingdom of darkness into the light of salvation.  Land construction and development must take place in order to add 50 to 70 additional feet on the backside of the property. After all of the land construction and development has taken place then we would like to start construction on the sanctuary.  

We read in the scriptures of how in the last days that God will pour out his spirit on all flesh. Also we know of the Prophesies of the fire in the mountains and how God is richly going to pour out his spirit in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky. We want to build a facility to hold the people not only of our church, but also a facility to hold the revivals and conference we feel God is directing towards our path. We would like this sanctuary to be a place of coming together, a place where churches can unite and worship and fellowship together in one accord. We would like our sanctuary to seat 1200 people. This building would be constructed with 800 hundred seats in the lower level and 400 additional seats in the balcony.  We feel God is directing us to think outside the norm and move into the supernatural believing for this great move of God. 

Also in our vision is an orphanage. We have already stepped out on faith and started collecting money for this endeavor.  God has already revealed through several individuals that this will be part of our ministry and that we need to prepare. In the mountains of Appalachia many individuals have become addicted to drugs and alcohol, and for this reason many kids have been left unattended and without families. We want to use our ministry to reach out to these children and give them the love that they desire.  This ministry will be an outreach to all ages and no one will be discriminated against. God loves all and we at the County Line Community Church will do the same.  

As we make our journey another desire of the County Line Community Church is to expand and emphasize the love of God to the youth of Appalachia. We must show them that Gods way is a good way and that there are other options for fun instead of drugs, alcohol, and perversion. We know the Bible says there is pleasure in sin for a season, but we want these activities to stop.  In the name of Jesus and through and by His work is the only way we can make a difference. We want an extensive program with outreaches that go far beyond the walls of the sanctuary of the County Line Community Church.

As we look forward we also want to reach out to the adults with a treatment center for abused spouses and drug/alcohol addicts. This center would be totally faith based with trained individuals, who are filled with the spirit of God and knowledge to address and help individuals with these specific problems. God called each of us to help our neighbor. We find in the parable of the good Samaritan that we must help, not look over the hurting and pass them by, but reach out and assist with everything ounce of our being.

At the County Line Community Church we want our church to be a place of teaching and growing of ministers.  Currently we have several ministers working and learning of the Holy way at the County Line Community Church.  We want our church to be a place where they can learn and then go and bring up other churches throughout the Appalachian area. We pray that God will allow us to be a starting ground for many ministries. Only through and by the Spirit can we accomplish this. Without Him we would just be flesh and bones speaking, but with His spirit we can accomplish all things.  

The County Line Community Church will not be a normal church, but will need to be fully staffed with Holy Ghost filled individuals with desires to reach the lost and a heart of compassion to reach out to the hurting and suffering. We pray God go before us and continue to rise up this church. 

In the eyes of man our vision looks big and almost impossible, but God is raising up a generation that will be preparing people for the end times.  As we move forward to build a 140 ft X 140 ft sanctuary,  land construction, and  building of this awesome ministry our biggest vision of all is to give God all the glory and praise along the way. 

AMEN

This document was approved on January 6th, 2009 at a special called meeting of the board of directors. 

______________________ 

  ________________________
Pastor


   
 
   Secretary/Treasurer

______________________ 

  _________________________
Board Chairman
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______________________ 

  _________________________
Member
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______________________
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